AGED 24, was struck in the eye seven weeks ago with a piece of steel while sharpening a chisel. Has had very little pain or discomfort, and has only noticed that for the last week or two the left pupil is larger than the right. Right vision 6, left vision 6. There is
a small healed incised wound in the sclerotic 5 or 6 mnm. downwards and outwards from the corneo-sclerotic margin. Cornea clear, anterior chamber normal, iris discoloured and greenish, and does not react to light. No adhesions between iris and lens. Lens and vitreous quite clear, with the exception of one small semi-transparent floating vitreous opacity. The optic disk is slightly blurred, and indefinite in outline. Below and internal to the disk there is a small irregular laceration of the retina, with some proliferation of pigment; a little way below this a bright, polished, irregular piece of steel, in length a little greater than the diameter of the disk, is lying on the retina, uncovered by fibrous tissue, but with a little white retinal exudate in its immediate neighbourhood. Below and internal to the disk are the remains of a large sub-hyaloid hbemorrhage. With the exception of the discoloration of the iris, the eye shows no signs whatever of any reaction or inflammation.
Mr. EASON expressed his regret that the patient had not attended the meeting, for he had had the piece of steel in the eye for seven weeks, and it could be seen, bright and shining, lying on the retina; there was no fibrous tissue over it. Apparently the wound of entry was in the sclerotic, behind the ciliary body, and the steel must have crossed the globe and hit the opposite side, for there was a small laceration of retina there, and the piece of steel was fixed on the retina just below. There were no signs of inflammation, no posterior synechice, no vitreous opacity. Vision was R. There was a slight discoloration of the iris, and it did not react to light. He would like to elicit views as to what should be done. His own inclination was to leave it alone. The patient might ultimately get siderosis, but his vision would remain good till that occurred, and in the meantime any attempt to remove the fragment would in his opinion do much more harm than good.
